
Join us for a voter conversation... 



One to ONe
Think of a time when you stood up for something you 
cared about.  Share it with your neighbor.

 



When you Think about the World Today What comes up?  
What is At Stake?



How Do You Feel?



Our goal:
Learn how to use the unique power of your personal 
relationships - through relational organizing - to make sure 
as many people vote in 2022 as possible!

Identify 5-10+ people in your life you’ll contact ahead of 
the 2022 election



For the first time in 20 years…

Governor
Lieutenant Governor

All State Representative seats 
(134)

All State Senator seats 
(67)

Secretary of State

All US Representative seats (8)



Voter turnout in MN - quiz time! 
How many eligible voters in MN voted in the 2020 
presidential election?

…2018 midterm election?

…2014 midterm election?



Midterm election turnout is always lower than presidential 
election turnout!



Our goal: Conversations!
We want to have meaningful, non-partisan conversations with 
our communities about voting and our values.

There are three ways to do it: 

- Knocking on someone’s door
- Showing up in a public space (tabling)
- Talking with people you know 

MNIPL will provide resources, trainings, & support you need!



Relational Organizing Conversation Goals
- Make sure people are registered to vote
- Encourage them to pledge to vote
- Help them make a plan to vote:

- Check their voter registration
- Request an absentee ballot
- Find their voting location
- Check who is on their ballot

- Encourage them to vote triple Redistricting = 
Different voting 

locations & 
different 

candidates 

https://www.mnipl.org/take-action/voter-pledge/


Voter Conversation Campaign website
Click here for a one-stop shop for voter conversation 
actions!

https://www.mnipl.org/take-action/2022-voter-conversations/


How to vote in 2022
- Vote by mail
- Vote early in person
- Vote on Election Day (November 8)



Vote by mail
- Apply for an absentee ballot (postage is pre-paid)

- Request a vote-by-mail ballot anytime; it will arrive a few 
days later! 

- Return it ASAP. Mailed in ballots must be received by 
Election Day (November 8).

- You can track the status of your ballot. You will be 
contacted if there are errors that invalidate your ballot.

- You can cancel your ballot anytime until one week before 
Election Day (call your election office)

- If you want to drop off your ballot, you can! Bring it to 
the election office on your ballot’s return envelope during 
business hours

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-by-mail/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/track-your-ballot/


Vote early in person
- Go to your county election office 

during their normal business hours.

- You can vote early for the PRIMARY 
ELECTION between June 24 and August 
8, or for the GENERAL ELECTION 
between September 23 and November 7.

- Click for more about voting early in 
person.

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/find-county-election-office/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-in-person/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-in-person/


Vote on Election Day
- Check if you’re registered to vote. If not, 

you can register to vote ahead of time or on 
Election Day.

- Find out where you vote. With this year’s 
redistricting, your polling location may have 
changed, so double-check!

- Polls are open from 7am to 8pm on Election Day
- Click for more about Election Day Voting.

https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterStatus.aspx
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/
https://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/election-day-voting/


Two key websites:
mnvotes.org mnipl.org/voter-pledge

http://mnvotes.org
http://mnipl.org/voter-pledge


Relational organizing is about building power 
within your own community and sphere of 

influence.
It’s about talking to people in your life about 

voting and what matters most to them. 

Family Neighbors

Coworkers
People you see 
regularly

Your faith 
community

Friends Acquaintances



Why Relational Organizing?
● It’s more effective

● It’s easy

● It’s flexible

● It’s fun!

Graphic from MyRVP



How change happens

Individual

Interpersonal

Institutional

Societal/cultural



Political Scientist Donald Green:
“Everybody, even a relatively high-probability voter … would 
nonetheless know people in the same family, in the same 
congregation, on the same street, in the same workplace, you 
name it, who are low-propensity voters. 

Find 10 people who haven’t voted in a while, are 19, etc.”

https://www.vox.com/21366036/canvass-ground-game-turnout-gotv-phone-bank-tv-ads-mailers


The messenger matters!
Recent studies have shown that the perceived truthfulness of 
the messenger is more important than the truthfulness of the 
content/message.

You are a trusted messenger - people trust you!

VS.



Solo Activity: 

Which messengers matter to 
you?

● Take about 2 minutes 
to think about who 
you trust and whose 
opinions influence 
you. 

● Then consider who 
might put you on 
their list. Who seeks 
out your opinions and 
input?



Why are stories important?

● Emotionally connect with each 
other, even if we have different 
experiences

● Make sense of the world

● Understand the real-life impact 
of policy 

● Learn new perspectives

Humans are natural storytellers! Stories are how we:



Tips for success!

1. Meet people where they’re at

2. Listen more than you talk

3. Find out their self-interest 
(motivating values), connect 
it with your values, & 
connect it to voting!

I just heard about 
how people exposed 
to more air 
pollution are more 
likely to die of 
Covid-19. This is so 
sad and unfair.

I agree - it’s another 
way climate change is 
hurting us. It makes me 
excited to vote for 
leaders who are committed 
to getting to 100% clean 
energy as quickly and 
justly as possible.



Build your personal list

People 
whose 
Facebook 
posts you 
like

People 
you 
send 
Holiday 
cards to

This is your list of relatives, 
friends, neighbors, etc, that 
you will get in touch with 
before the 2022 election.

Try to focus on new or 
infrequent voters!

High school grads 
you know



Spend a few minutes 
brainstorming the people 
you want to add to your 
personal contact list.

Try to think of at least 
10 people - 20 people is 
our stretch goal!

Solo activity:

People 
whose 
Facebook 
posts you 
like

People 
you send 
Holiday 
cards to

High school grads 
you know



Spectrum of Allies



You

People 
you could 
reconnect 
with

Close 
friends

Family Co-
workers

School

Neighbors

Orgs 
you’re 
part of Faith 

commu
nity

Mapping your network of 
influence:

High school 
seniors and 
graduates 
you know

Friends 
on 
social 
media

Members of 
your 
community 
(hairstylist, 
coach, local 
shop-keeper, 
etc.)

What other 
groups can you 
think of to add? 



You

People 
you could 
reconnect 
with

Close 
friends

Family Co-
workers

School

Neighbors

Orgs 
you’re 
part of Faith 

commu
nity

...and their network of influence!

High school 
seniors and 
graduates 
you know

Friends 
on 
social 
media

Members of 
your 
community 
(hairstylist, 
coach, local 
shop-keeper, 
etc.)



Family

Building your list:

1.
2.
3.

Close 
Friends

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

orgs 
you’re 
part of



Brainstorm time
Potential people to brainstorm: Make your list of 10 (or more!) 

contacts:

- Family
- Close friends
- People you see regularly:

- Neighbors
- Coworkers
- Classmates
- Faith community

- People you see sometimes:
- Organizations you’re a part 

of
- High school seniors or 

college students you know
- Local businesses you support

- People you could reconnect with:
- College/high school friends
- Friends on social media

1) _________________________________
2) _________________________________
3) _________________________________
4) _________________________________
5) _________________________________
6) _________________________________
7) _________________________________
8) _________________________________
9) _________________________________
10) _________________________________



Keep your list saved - and make a reminder to check back in 
with your contacts in Early November 



Make sure your contacts…
- Are registered to vote 

- OR they’ve checked their voter registration if they moved/changed 
their name!

- Make a plan to vote! (Use the Voter Pledge: 
mnipl.org/voter-pledge)
- Voting FAQ
- Check their voter registration
- Request an absentee ballot
- Find their voting location
- Check who is on their ballot

- Are encouraged to vote triple

Redistricting = 
Different 
voting 

locations & 
different 
candidates 

http://mnipl.org/voter-pledge


Vote Tripling
“Can you remind three friends to vote, too?”

If possible - ask for their names! This makes it more 
likely they’ll remember and take action. 

Common reactions:

“All of my friends 
vote.” 

→ During this uncertain time, they may appreciate 
a reminder. Less people vote during the 
midterms than presidential elections.

“I can’t think of 
any friends now.”

→ Let them know who you’d remind. 

“None of my friends 
vote.”

→ Ask about neighbors or coworkers. And remind 
them that they’re a great messenger to get 
their friends thinking about voting!



Starting the conversation…



Starting the conversation…
Is your contact someone you know 
well and are regularly in touch 

with?

It’s normal to talk about voting, 
make sure they’re ready to vote, 
and encourage them to remind 3 

friends!

Or are they someone you don’t know 
well and haven’t talked to in a while?

You might want to let them know that 
you’re reaching out as part of a group 
GOTV effort, or that you’re concerned 

about the election. 

This explains why you’re reaching out!



How the conversation might go…
1) Start by catching up. Ask how they are doing, especially if you haven’t spoken 

in a while.

2) While catching up, try to figure out what values or issues are important to 
them now. 

3) Connect their values with why voting is important.
For example, if they mention concern about the climate crisis, you can say 
you’re excited to vote for candidates who will lead boldly on climate 
justice.

4) Ask how they plan to vote, and/or share how you plan to vote and why. Helping 
them make a clear voting plan is essential! 

5) Encourage them to check their voting location and who is on their ballot. This 
may have changed due to redistricting this year. Check at mnvotes.org.

6) Ask them to talk to three friends about voting, too!

7) After, make a note of their voting plan. Follow up 1-2 weeks later to make sure 
they voted, or remind them closer to November 8.

http://mnvotes.org


Other ways you can start the conversation:

By yourself:
“Hey ____, it’s Charissa! How are 
you? I’m thinking a lot about the 
election. Do you know how you’re 
going to vote?”

Or 

“I just attended an event where I 
learned about our voting options 
this year. How are you planning to 
vote? I’m excited to vote early 
because…”

As part of MNIPL or your faith 
community:

“Hey ____, it’s Charissa! I’m excited 
because I'm working with MNIPL/a local 
climate group/my faith community to 
get out the vote. 

I've committed to call ___ people to 
make sure they know how to vote early 
or by mail this fall. Can you ask 
three friends to vote?



Tips:
- Meet people where they’re at! Have different 

conversations with different people.

- Don’t worry about annoying people. Even frequent voters 
will appreciate the reminder to check their ballot and 
voting location - especially with redistricting! 

- Make it natural. Connect voting to conversations you’re 
already having with people! 
- Example: Is someone complaining about politics or expressing concern 

about a topic? Take the opportunity to highlight the importance of 
voting and making sure you vote for candidates who prioritize that 
issue!



If you belong to a faith or spiritual community...
● Think about high schoolers or recent 

graduates in your congregation’s youth 
group - anyone who recently turned 18. 
Make sure you contact them! 

● Have any members of your congregation 
moved in the last few months?

● Get a directory and work with a friend 
to call every member of your 
congregation ahead of the election.

● Talk about voting during worship - help 
people register to vote afterward! 



Relational Organizing Guide
Click here

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QR3WL0FVmtb2O9wYCCjqWux_kFqW14exwH1utfAQEPs/edit?usp=sharing


“These are historical times. What we do or 
don’t do right now will define the rest of 
our lives as well as the lives of our 
children and grandchildren. So spend your 
time wisely.” 

- Greta Thunberg

What do you commit to doing 
before November 8?


