
Sunday, May 18, 2025



t Hymn #366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

GATHERING US IN

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY

CALL TO WORSHIP

PRELUDE       

GATHERING MUSIC

One:    Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
All:      Praise God, all the angels; praise her, all her host!
One:    Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars!
All:      Praise God, your highest heavens, and your waters above the heavens!  
One:   Let them praise the name of the Lord, for God commanded and they were  
creat  created. Let us worship God! 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest.

Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Rachel Williams, piano

Melody
Op. 18, No. 1 by Moritz Moszkowski

Breathe
Marie Barnett, Arr. by Mark Hayes

t Please rise in body or spirit.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God, you call us to your merciful, gracious love, freely given without
expectation or strings attached, like the unconditional love of a bridegroom. While
we are eager to experience your mercy and grace in our own lives, we are quick to
make our extension of your mercy and grace conditional for others, holding court in
our own hearts. We would rather show mercy to those we judge worthy, forgetting
the new commandment to love as you have loved us. We would rather extend
grace to those who will show us grace in return, missing the trustworthy and true
nature of your boundless forgiveness. Forgive us, Redeeming God. And transform
our hearts with your amazing grace and unconditional love so that our relationships
and your world are transformed. Amen.

t Please rise in body or spirit.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Friends believe the Good News of the Gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

Sheila Sheldon, CRE

RESPONSE TO THE GOOD NEWS #658

God is so good; God is so good
God is so good; God’s so good to me.

God Is So Good (vs. 1)

SCRIPTURE READING

SERMON Rev. Jim Cochrane

HEARING THE WORD
TIME WITH YOUNG WORSHIPPERS
Congregational Blessing: You are God’s beloved child.

With you God is well pleased.

SPECIAL MUSIC

John 13:31-35; Acts 11:1-18

Who Am I to Hinder God?

The Way we Love
Joseph Martin

Valley Choir



t Hymn #300
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord;
we are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord,

and we pray that all unity may one day be restored:

Refrain:
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand;
we will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand,

and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land: (Refrain)

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,
and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son,

and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: (Refrain)

We Are One in the Spirit (vs. 1, 2, 4)

t Please rise in body or spirit.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Generous God, receive these gifts that we place before your throne. Do more with
them than we can ask or imagine, furthering the holy work of your new kingdom in
the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who revealed to us the truth of your
loving commands. Amen.

OFFERTORY

MINUTE FOR MISSION Indigenous Justice at Valley - Part II

Bound for South Australia
 Alex Guebert

Valley Handbells
Jay Perry, percussion

Janet Triplett



BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

The Worship Has Ended. The Service Begins.

t Please rise in body or spirit.

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Anthony J. Showalter, Arr. by David Paxton

Rachel Williams

SENDING US OUT
t Hymn #340

This is my song, O God of all the nations,
a song of peace for lands afar and mine.

This is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;

but other hearts in other lands are beating
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean,
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
So hear my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for their land and for mine.

This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth's kingdoms:
thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done.

Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him,
and hearts united learn to live as one.

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations:
myself I give thee; let thy will be done.

This Is My Song

Chancel Flowers
Sunday, May 18

Sponsored by Valley Church
In honor of our Valley graduates!

Sign up for Chancel flowers in Fellowship Hall!



Joys and Concerns

EASY WAYS TO GIVE TO VALLEY AND/OR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
GIVE ONE TIME OR RECURRING

1.  MAIL YOUR CHECK TO VALLEY
In the memo of the check, indicate what your donation is for 

      (i.e. Pledge, PRISM, etc.)

2.  ONLINE GIVING
Visit Valley’s secured online giving by visiting:
https://valleycommunitypresbyterianchurch.breezechms.com/give/online 

      to make a one-time or recurring gift to Valley or our community partners.

3.  AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS FROM YOUR BANK ACCOUNT
Contact Chelsie Larsen: 507-272-1914 | chelsie.larsen@valleychurch.net

      to set up withdrawals directly from your account.
      You can always adjust the amount.

Continued prayers for Valley Members in their ongoing health journeys.
Updates can be found here as they are made. To stay up-to-date be sure to
follow their Caring Bridge profiles here:

Prayers for Tom & Barb Wasmoen's daughter, Chelsea Gusek, whose first
chemo treatment was difficult, however her tumor has shrunk from the size of a
kiwi to a strawberry!  To visit Chelsea’s Caring Bridge, go to:
https://www.caringbridge.org/site/81a19644-2489-11f0-9b0d-15ed645a936d

Continued prayers for Taichi Chen whose recent scans on 5/8 showed
continued stability. To visit Taichi’s Caring Bridge, go to:
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/taichichen

Rick Carlson: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/rickcarlson101

Susie Potter: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/susiepotter

Phillip Robinson: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/philliprobinson
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This Week at Valley Valley Staff
Sunday, May 18
8:45 am Deacons Meeting- Cornerstone
9:30 am Worship Service- Grad Sunday
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
4:00 pm Youth & TEAMS Group End of
Year Party!

Monday, May 19
6:30 pm Fellowship Committee Meeting
7:00 pm 12-Step Meeting

Tuesday, May 20
11:30 pm Valley Men’s Luncheon Group
1:00 pm Bible Fellowship 
6:00 pm Bell/Choir Potluck 

Wednesday, May 21

Thursday, May 22
10:00 am Meals on Wheels
5:30 pm 12-Step Unity

Friday, May 23

Saturday, May 24

Sunday, May 25
9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Fellowship Hour

Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day
OFFICE CLOSED

Ministers 
All 381 members of this
congregation. 
Transitional Pastor
Head of Staff
Rev. Jim Cochrane 
Educational Ministries Director 
Sheila Sheldon, CRE 
Office Administrator 
Savannah Martinez 
Communications Director 
Mariah Messer 
Music Coordinator 
Rachel Williams 
Choral & Handbell Director 
Janet M.T. Carlson 
Sunshine Room Leader 
Natalie Peña-Gallegos
Custodian 
Hunter Sheldon

PARISH ASSOCIATES
Rev. Jim Cook
Rev. Bill Davnie
Rev. Kate O’Brien Soltau
Rev. David Phillips
Rev. Nancy Phillips
Rev. Rebecca Tollefson

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
May 4 : 232 (105 in-person)
May 11 : 210 (110 in-person)

Notice of Recording: Please note that
services are broadcasted via live
stream and digitally recorded on our
YouTube Channel.

Special thanks to our Stream Team:
Katie Decker, Roger Graphenteen,
Myron Jones, Larry Johnson, Joel Larsen,
Brandon Novy, Janet Triplett,  and Kurt
Wheeler for broadcasting the services!



2025 Valley Graduates

Ty Miller
Son of Jennifer Biggs 
Chapman University
B.S. in Business Administration
with an emphasis in Finance

Lily Toering
Granddaughter of 
Mark & Shirley Toering
Starr’s Mill high school in
Peachtree City, GA

Abby Peters
Granddaughter of 
Mark & Shirley Toering
Cedar Falls high school in 
Cedar Falls, IA

David John Hole
Son of Rachel & Brian Hole
Robbinsdale Cooper High School
Future Plans: Minnesota State
College Southeast - Band Instrument
Repair
Open House: June 14 | 1-4 pm
Hole Residence 
*See directory for address

Sam Malecha
Son of Jennifer Malecha 
Gustavus Adolphus College
B.A. in Business Management

Anna Pleimling
Daughter of Sharon & Brad Pleimling
University of Minnesota 
Organizational Leadership, Policy and
Development. 

Andrés Freeberg
Son of Andrew & Veronica Freeberg
University of North Dakota
Bachelor of Arts
Air Force ROTC graduate
-Commissioned as Second Lieutenant
(5/16/2025)
-Starts active duty service on 6/2/2025

Rachel E. Tarbell
Daughter of Lisa & Jim Tarbell
University of Minnesota 
B.A. in Psychology

Sierra Meyer
Granddaughter of Peggy Meyer 
Coon Rapids High School 
Future Plans: Anoka Community College







Happy Birthday
Valley Family!

Gregory Rom
Crystal Boyd

Bob Tripet
Walt Hanson

Annette Nichols
William Dudley
Ana Freeberg
Jackie Goiffon

Earl Shenk
Shirley Toering

Brian Hassel
Susan Tracy

Lucas Kopischke
Elizabeth Brooker

Vivian Bi
Suzan Gibson

Len Biggs

Kevin Hagelin
Amy Matthews
Haley Brooker

Thomas Schuette
Lloyd Olson
Jan Sacco

Herb Nichols
Jennifer Soens

Dan Priem
Carolyn Anderson
Sandra McCarthy

Kiersten Rude
Lynn Thier

Mariah Gautsche
Lillian LaBelle

Alex Gillett
Ellis Mead



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Open Hearts    Open Minds    Opening Lives to God

 —Established May 20, 1951—

Scan to give online!

3100 Lilac Drive North
Golden Valley, MN 55422
www.valleychurch.net
Office: 763-588-0831
Pastoral Care: 763-445-9665
Phone Ministry: 763-220-1455

Valley Community Presbyterian Church sits
on the ancestral and contemporary land of

the Dakota people, for whom the land
holds historical, spiritual, 

political, and cultural significance. 

 We acknowledge the ongoing injustices
that we have committed against the

Dakota people and pledge to interrupt this
legacy. We will educate ourselves about

Indigenous history and recognize, support,
and advocate for our Native neighbors.

Land Acknowledgement Statement

LOGO DESIGN BY WÓOKIYE WIŊ 
(SISSETON WAHPETON DAKHÓTA 

AND OJIBWAY) 

https://www.valleychurch.net/

