
Sunday, January 4, 2026



GATHERING US IN

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE       

GATHERING MUSIC

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God spoke the Word into the unformed creation
All: The universe cries “Glory!”
One: From that unformed universe, God brought form and life
All: The plants and animals, mountains and seas cry “GLORY!”
One: A messenger came with good news
All: God’s people cry, “Glory!”
One: Let us worship God!

t Hymn #151 We Three Kings   (vss. 1, 3 & 5)

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

 Refrain:
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh;
prayer and praising gladly raising, worshiping God Most High. (Refrain)

Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice:
Alleluia! Alleluia! sounds through the earth and skies. (Refrain)

t Please rise in body or spirit.

Rachel Williams,
piano

Let There be Peace on Earth
arr. Lorie Line

Adeste Fideles
arr. Phillip Keveren



HEARING THE WORD

Congregational Blessing: You are God’s beloved child.
With you God is well pleased.

SUNG RESPONSE #110 

t Please rise in body or spirit.

SPECIAL MUSIC

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Friends believe the Good News of the Gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

TIME WITH YOUNG WORSHIPPERS

SCRIPTURE READING

SERMON Rev. Bill Davnie

Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21, John 1:1, 10-18

Which Calendar Should We Follow?

Love has come and never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.

Love is Jesus within and among us.
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Love Has Come

Carols Around (and A Round)
arr. Carl J. Nygard, Jr.

While we have heard your Good News, we see the destruction caused by worldly rulers
extending their power through force. And we see our failures to serve as we have been
served. Redeem your people, O Lord. Too often, we fail to act in ways that reflect your
love. Too often, we fail to speak your truth. When it is easier for us to do nothing, help us
act. When it is easier for us to say nothing, give us words to speak. Turn us away from sin,
liberate us from the world’s love of power, and lead us towards new life in Christ. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Generous and loving God, we thank you for the many blessings in our lives. As you
have so freely given us your love in Jesus Christ and welcomed us to your table, may
we freely share your love and welcome with others. May the gifts we offer to you and
others be signs of our devotion to you and our willingness to love in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE LORD’S PRAYER

MINUTE FOR MISSION

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING OF THE BREAD & CUP

MUSIC REFLECTION We Three Kings
arr. Lorie Line

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
t Hymn #850 In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness

In a deep, unbounded darkness, long before the first light shone,
you, O God, beyond all merit worked a wonder faith makes known:

in your mercy, in your mercy, you embraced us as your own,
evermore and evermore.

 Though our world is ever-changing, you are constant, firm, and sure,
faithful to your covenant promise. Trusting you, we live, secure:

singing praises, singing praises, long as heart and breath endure,
evermore and evermore.

Joy transforms our lips to boasting only in your matchless grace,
sending Christ to dwell among us, Word made flesh in time and space:
Friend and Savior, Friend and Savior, in whose life we glimpse your face,

evermore and evermore.

(vss. 1-3)

t Please rise in body or spirit.



t Please rise in body or spirit.

Chancel Flowers
Sunday, January 4

Sponsored by Peggy Meyer
In loving memory of Chuck

Sign up for Chancel flowers in Fellowship Hall!

The Worship Has Ended. The Service Begins.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Auld Lang Syne
arr. Sharon Aaronson

SENDING US OUT
t Hymn #37

  Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
to God our Creator triumphantly raise;

who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
by guiding us on to the end of our days.

God's banners are o'er us; pure light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night:

till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.

By law God enforces, the stars in their courses,
the sun in its orbit obediently shine;

the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.

We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration, a song let us raise,

till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise!

Let All Things Now Living



Joys and Concerns

Continued prayers for Valley Members in their ongoing health journeys. Updates can be
found here as they are made. For those who have them, stay up-to-date by following
their CaringBridge profiles here:

Margie Deutsch began hospice care at N.C. Little Memorial Hospice in Edina. She
welcomes cards, emails, texts, and phone calls. Prayers of comfort from her Valley family
are always appreciated. You may mail cards to:  Margie Deutsch
                                                                                      c/o N.C. Little Memorial Hospice
                                                                                      7019 Lynmar Lane
                                                                                      Edina, MN 55435

Doug Smith is receiving hospice care at home.
Carole Martens continues to manage her CLL and will have a round of tests in January.
Karen Harms appreciates prayers from her Valley family as she continues chemo
treatments.
Taichi Chen: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/taichichen
Rick Carlson: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/rickcarlson101
Susie Potter: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/susiepotter

EASY WAYS TO GIVE TO VALLEY AND/OR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
GIVE ONE TIME OR RECURRING

1.  MAIL YOUR CHECK TO VALLEY
In the memo of the check, indicate what your donation is for 

      (i.e. Pledge, PRISM, etc.)

2.  ONLINE GIVING
Visit Valley’s secured online giving by visiting:
https://valleycommunitypresbyterianchurch.breezechms.com/give/online 

      to make a one-time or recurring gift to Valley or our community partners.

3.  AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS FROM YOUR BANK ACCOUNT
Contact Chelsie Larsen: 507-272-1914 | chelsie.larsen@valleychurch.net

      to set up withdrawals directly from your account.
      You can always adjust the amount.

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/taichichen
https://www.caringbridge.org/site/81a19644-2489-11f0-9b0d-15ed645a936d
https://www.caringbridge.org/site/81a19644-2489-11f0-9b0d-15ed645a936d
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/rickcarlson101
https://www.caringbridge.org/site/81a19644-2489-11f0-9b0d-15ed645a936d
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/susiepotter
https://www.caringbridge.org/site/81a19644-2489-11f0-9b0d-15ed645a936d
mailto:chelsie.larsen@valleychurch.net


This Week at Valley Valley Staff

PARISH ASSOCIATES
Rev. Jim Cook
Rev. Bill Davnie
Rev. Kate O’Brien Soltau
Rev. David Phillips
Rev. Nancy Phillips
Rev. Rebecca Tollefson

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
December 21: 197 (108 in-person)
December 28: 272 (116 in-person)

Notice of Recording: Please note that
services are broadcasted via live stream
and digitally recorded on our YouTube
Channel.

Special thanks to our Stream Team: 
Katie Decker, Roger Graphenteen, Myron
Jones, Larry Johnson, Joel Larsen, Brandon
Novy, Janet Triplett, and Kurt Wheeler for
broadcasting the services!

Sunday, January 4 | Communion 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship Hour- Cornerstone Room
12:00-4:00 pm Blood Drive

Monday, January 5
11:30 Lunch Bunch
7:00 pm 12-Step Meeting

Tuesday, January 6
1:00 pm Bible Fellowship
6:30 pm Bell Choir Practice

Wednesday, January 7
6:00 pm Joy of Recovery OA Group

Thursday, January 8
5:30 pm 12-Step Unity

Friday, January 9
7:00 PM FITV Concert- Artu Duo

Saturday, January 10
10:00 am-2:00 pm Craft & Connect

Sunday, January 11
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 Fellowship Hour

Ministers 
The entire Valley Community!
Pastor & Head of Staff
Rev. Kyle Sandison (beginning 2/2/26)
Educational Ministries Director 
Sheila Sheldon, CRE 
Office Administrator 
Rachel Hole
Communications Director 
Mariah Messer 
Music Coordinator 
Rachel Williams 
Choral & Handbell Director 
Janet M.T. Carlson 
Sunshine Room Leader 
Natalie Pena-Gallegos

Faith Formation Lead
Jamese Decker
Custodian 
Hunter Sheldon









Kerrie Deef
Alannah McCarthy

David Kopischke
Kurt Wheeler
Matt Barbero

Miranda Bangu
Sammuel Decker
William Gonsior

Andrew Desarmeaux
Janette Gove
Gerald Kramer
Nanette Sears

Ashley Bi
Karen Ripley

Keri Wasmoen
Samantha Schellhaas

Joseph Sears
Aurora Brooker

Quinn Winter
Sullivan Goiffon
Richard Sauter

Ken Smith
Andy Freeman
Hunter Sheldon

Roy Michael
Adam Chancellor

Tom Wasmoen
Lois Berhow

Jonathan Marshall
Cameron Smith

Diane Cook
Ziggy Barbero
Sadie Macias
Arianna Slack

Susie Potter

Happy Birthday
Valley Family!



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Open Hearts    Open Minds    Opening Lives to God

 —Established May 20, 1951—

Scan to give online!

3100 Lilac Drive North
Golden Valley, MN 55422
www.valleychurch.net
Office: 763-588-0831
Pastoral Care: 763-445-9665
Phone Ministry: 763-220-1455

Valley Community Presbyterian Church sits
on the ancestral and contemporary land of

the Dakota people, for whom the land
holds historical, spiritual, political, and

cultural significance. 

 We acknowledge the ongoing injustices
that we have committed against the

Dakota people and pledge to interrupt this
legacy. We will educate ourselves about

Indigenous history and recognize, support,
and advocate for our Native neighbors.

Land Acknowledgement Statement

LOGO DESIGN BY WÓOKIYE WIŊ 
(SISSETON WAHPETON DAKHÓTA 

AND OJIBWAY) 

https://www.valleychurch.net/

